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25% target tax-GDP ratio
Figure 1: Total government revenue in South Africa, 1995-2011
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Figure 5: Percentage of government expenditure spent 
on health

































5. Police, law & prisons
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Specific recommendations for Ministries 
of Health
•	 Develop	clear	strategies	for	
defending	health	budgets	and	
negotiating	larger	allocations	
during	budget	negotiations	at	both	
national	and	provincial/state	levels.	
•	 Demonstrate	the	economic	
and	social	benefits	of	health	
investments,	and	the	debilitating	
effects	of	underfunding	health	
services.	
•	 Given	that	efficiency	is	a	key	
concern	of	Treasuries,	implement	
wide-ranging	reforms	to	health	
systems	to	ensure	that	money	is	
well	spent	and	that	resources	are	
distributed	equitably	throughout	
the	country.		
•	 Develop	capacity	to	promote	and	
document	good	performance	and	
efficient	use	of	resources.	
•	 Invest	in	strong	health	leadership	
at	national	and	decentralised	levels,	
and	develop	unity	around	a	vision	
for	health.		
Related resources
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impact	on	financing	public	health	care	in	South	Africa.	
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•	 This	policy	brief	is	based	on	
case	studies	from	South	Africa,	
Kenya	and	Nigeria,	which	
documented	country	experiences	
of	increasing	the	effectiveness	
of	their	tax	collection	services	
and	investigated	whether	this	
contributed	to	increased	health	
sector	spending.	
•	 The	studies	used	a	mixed-
methods	approach,	combining	
both	quantitative	and	qualitative	
data.	
•	 Quantitative	methods	were	used	
to	quantify	trends	in	general	tax	
revenue,	government	spending	
on	the	health	sector	and	on	other	
sectors,	and	to	compare	growth	in	
these	variables	relative	to	growth	
in	Gross	Domestic	Product.	
•	 Qualitative	methods	e.g.	key	
informant	interviews,	were	used	
to	explore	the	contextual	factors,	
tax	policies,	actors	and	processes	
accounting	for	improved	tax	
revenue	and	to	identify	remaining	
challenges	for	sustainable	tax	
revenue	generation.	
For	more	information	about	the	
research	please	visit	our	webpage:		
http://resyst.lshtm.ac.uk/research-
projects/case-studies-improving-tax-
collection	
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